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Silicon Valley Clean Energy Authority 

Board of Directors Meeting 

Wednesday, October 12, 2016 

7:00 pm 

 

Santa Clara County Board Room 

70 West Hedding Street, 1st Floor 

San Jose, CA 

 

MEETING MINUTES 
 

Call to Order 
 
Chair Sinks called the meeting to order at 7:03 p.m. 
 
Chair Sinks led the salute to the flag. 
 
Roll Call 
 
Present: 
Chair Rod Sinks, City of Cupertino   
Vice Chair Rob Rennie, Town of Los Gatos (arrived at 7:04 p.m.) 
Director Jeannie Bruins, City of Los Altos (arrived at 7:06 p.m.) 
Alternate Director Carl Cahill, Town of Los Altos Hills  
Director Burton Craig, City of Monte Sereno 
Director Steve Tate, City of Morgan Hill 
Director John McAlister, City of Mountain View (arrived at 7:06 p.m.) 
Director Joe Simitian, County of Santa Clara (arrived at 7:05 p.m.)  
Director Howard Miller, City of Saratoga 
Director Jim Griffith, City of Sunnyvale   
Director Liz Gibbons, City of Campbell 
Director Daniel Harney, City of Gilroy (arrived at 7:20 p.m.) 
 
Absent: 
None 
 
Public Comment on Matters Not Listed on the Agenda 
 
Bruce Karney, President, Carbon Free Mountain View, announced Carbon Free Mountain View is 
expanding its geographic scope and will be changing its name in the future, and announced new 
members of the Board of Directors from the Town of Los Altos Hills and Carbon Free Palo Alto. Karney 
spoke regarding annual goals and measurements for greenhouse gases by city. 
 
Consent Calendar 
 
MOTION: Director Miller moved and Director Bruins seconded the motion to approve the Consent 
Calendar. 
The motion carried unanimously with Director Harney absent. 
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1a) Approve Minutes of the September 14, 2016, Board of Directors Meeting 
 

Regular Calendar 
 
2) Executive Committee Report  
 
Chair Sinks reported Executive Committee discussions included retirement plans, a budget update, a 
modified logo, and the cancellation of the November and December regular Executive Committee 
meetings and scheduling of a special meeting on December 7. 

 
3) CEO Report   

 
CEO Tom Habashi provided the CEO report including updates regarding the receipt of the CPUC 
certification letter, River City Bank approval of loan terms, execution of the office lease and tenant 
improvements in progress, and creation of a Board agenda planning report. CEO Habashi noted the 
agenda planning report and the list of agreements executed by the CEO are included as attachments to 
the staff report.   
 
Communications Manager Misty Mersich presented a community outreach report and the final logo, 
provided information about the rollout of the logo, and provided an update on outreach to large 
commercial customers. 
 
Chair Sinks opened public comment. 
 
James Tuleya, Sunnyvale resident and member of Sunnyvale Cool, Cool Cities Team and the Carbon 
Free Mountain View Board, stated Peninsula Clean Energy is still looking for office space and provided 
comments regarding the early enrollment program for large commercial customers. 
 
Chair Sinks closed public comment. 
 
4) Authorize CEO to Approve Service Agreement with PG&E  

 
CEO Habashi presented the staff report and responded to Board questions. General Counsel Greg 
Stepanicich responded to Board questions. 
 
Chair Sinks opened public comment. 
 
James Tuleya stated he formerly worked for PG&E in regulatory affairs and spoke regarding tariffs and 
fees. Tuleya provided written materials, spoke in support of the staff recommendation and responded to 
Board questions. 
 
Chair Sinks closed public comment. 
 
MOTION: Director Bruins moved and Director McAlister seconded the motion to authorize the Chief 
Executive Officer to execute a Service Agreement with Pacific Gas and Electric Company including the 
required $100,000 deposit to the CPUC. 
The motion carried unanimously. 
 
5) Authorize Executive Committee to Review and Approve Agreement with Noble Americas 

Energy Solutions LLC   
 

Operations Manager Melody Tovar provided the staff report and responded to Board questions. CEO 
Habashi provided additional information. 
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Board members provided comments regarding items they would like to see addressed in the agreement. 
 
Chair Sinks requested a copy of the Peninsula Clean Energy agreement with Noble Americas Energy 
Solutions LLC be provided to the entire Board.  
 
Chair Sinks opened public comment. 
  
James Tuleya spoke in support of the staff recommendation, provided information regarding Peninsula 
Clean Energy’s experience with the vendor, and spoke regarding PG&E’s proposed reduced metered 
data management agent fees.  
 
Chair Sinks closed public comment. 
 
Chair Sinks summarized Board comments to include interest in data security, data ownership, 
understanding the length of the contract, any conflicts particularly considering an acquisition by Calpine, 
how the vendor would scale, metrics regarding the location of call centers, and metrics in terms of 
satisfaction and wait time which would indicate whether a positive experience is being provided to users.  
 
Chair Sinks stated the Board can send individual comments directly to Operations Manager Tovar 
following review of Peninsula Clean Energy’s agreement with Noble. 
 
Director Simitian added to the list of items the issues of privacy policy and practices which should be 
consistent with the implementation plan. 
 
MOTION: Director Simitian moved and Director Miller seconded the motion to authorize the SVCEA 
Executive Committee to review and approve the agreement with Noble Americas Energy Solutions LLC 
for Data Management and Customer Call Center Services, including the direction to staff as indicated by 
the Board and reiterated by the Chair.  
The motion carried unanimously. 

 
6) Authorize CEO to Approve Membership of CalCCA   

 
CEO Habashi presented the staff report and responded to Board questions. 
 
Chair Sinks opened public comment. 
 
John Scarboro inquired regarding staffing of CalCCA. 
 
James Tuleya spoke in support of sharing the workload of regulatory affairs and in support of the staff 
recommendation. 
 
Chair Sinks closed public comment. 
 
MOTION: Director Bruins moved and Director Craig seconded the motion to authorize the Chief Executive 
Officer to approve SVCEA’s membership of the California Community Choice Association (CalCCA). 
The motion carried unanimously. 
 
Following action on Item 6, Director Simitian left the meeting.   

 
7) Approve Resolution to Adopt Personnel Policies/Handbook 

 
CEO Habashi presented the staff report and requested the approval be subject to minor modifications 
which would be approved by the CEO and the General Counsel. General Counsel Stepanicich stated the 
proposed resolution would be modified in Section 1 following the statement, “The policies and procedures 
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in the attached SVCE Employee Handbook are hereby approved” to add, “…subject to any minor 
revisions approved by the CEO and General Counsel.”  
 
CEO Habashi and General Counsel Stepanicich provided additional information and responded to Board 
questions. 
 
Chair Sinks opened public comment. 
No speakers. 
Chair Sinks closed public comment. 
 
Board members provided comments regarding the handbook including notation of minor typographical 
errors, clarification regarding availability of sick leave, clarification regarding benefits for part time 
employees and for long term partners, and the stringency of the dress policy.  
 
CEO Habashi stated he has received the Board’s comments regarding the dress policy and will make 
adjustments as necessary. 
 
MOTION: Director McAlister moved and Director Miller seconded the motion to approve a resolution 
adopting personnel policies for SVCE as described in the Employee Handbook and designating the CEO 
as the personnel officer and appointing authority, including the change to Section 1 of the resolution to 
allow the CEO and General Counsel flexibility to modify the handbook with the exception of items 
regarding compensation which should come to the Executive Committee and then to the Board for 
approval. 
The motion carried unanimously with Director Simitian absent. 
 
8) SVCE Budget Update   

 
CEO Habashi presented an updated budget for discussion and stated the budget will be brought to the 
Board for approval next month. CEO Habashi responded to Board questions.  
 
In response to Board comments, CEO Habashi stated the money paid to PG&E for data management will 
be reflected separately in the budget. 
 
Chair Sinks opened public comment. 
No speakers. 
Chair Sinks closed public comment. 
 
9) Update on Commercial Customers  

 
Communications Manager Mersich introduced the item. Don Bray, Joint Venture Silicon Valley, provided 
a PowerPoint presentation regarding commercial and industrial customers. CEO Habashi provided 
additional information. 
 
Chair Sinks opened public comment. 
 
Bruce Karney suggested a way to make the opt-up product more appealing than the default option would 
be to source all of the renewable energy for the opt-up product from within California. 
 
Chair Sinks closed public comment. 
 
Board Member Announcements 
 
Director John McAlister, City of Mountain View, reported his attendance at a League of California Cities 
Annual Conference session regarding (Renewable Carbon Free) RCFs. 
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Chair Rod Sinks, City of Cupertino, reported his attendance at the Peninsula Clean Energy launch.   
 
Vice Chair Rob Rennie, Town of Los Gatos, provided additional information regarding Director McAlister’s 
comments.  
 
Adjourn 
 
Chair Sinks adjourned the meeting at 9:34 p.m. 


