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Silicon Valley Clean Energy Authority 

Board of Directors Meeting 

Wednesday, February 10, 2021 
7:00 pm 

 

 

 
 

 
 
Call to Order 
 
Chair Abe-Koga called the meeting to order at 7:01 p.m.  
 
Roll Call 
 
Present: 
Chair Margaret Abe-Koga, City of Mountain View 
Vice Chair Liz Gibbons, City of Campbell 
Director Jon Robert Willey, City of Cupertino 
Director Zach Hilton, City of Gilroy 
Director Neysa Fligor, City of Los Altos (arrived at 7:30 p.m.) 
Director George Tyson, Town of Los Altos Hills 
Director Rob Rennie, Town of Los Gatos  
Director Evelyn Chua, City of Milpitas  
Director Javed Ellahie, City of Monte Sereno  
Director Yvonne Martinez Beltran, City of Morgan Hill  
Director Tina Walia, City of Saratoga 
Director Gustav Larsson, City of Sunnyvale 
Director Susan Ellenberg, County of Santa Clara  
 
Absent: 
None. 
 
All present Board members participated via teleconference. 
 

Public Comment on Matters Not Listed on the Agenda 
No speakers. 
 
 
Consent Calendar 

 
Chair Abe-Koga opened public comment. 
No speakers. 
Chair Abe-Koga closed public comment. 
 
MOTION: Vice Chair Gibbons moved and Director Ellenberg seconded the motion to approve the 
Consent Calendar Items 1a through 1i. 
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The motion carried by verbal roll call vote with Director Fligor absent. 
 

1a) Approve Minutes of the January 13, 2021, Board of Directors Meeting 
1b) Receive November and December 2020 Treasurer Report 
1c) Approve 2021 Updates to Exhibit C, Annual Energy Use, and Exhibit D, Voting Shares, of the 

SVCE Joint Powers Agreement 
1d) Approve Cancellation of July 14, 2021 Board of Directors Meeting  
1e) Approve and Authorize the Chief Executive Officer to Extend the Contract Terms and 

Spending Under Innovation Onramp Participant Agreement with UtilityAPI, Inc. for Data Hive 
1f) Authorize the Chief Executive Officer to Amend the Previously Executed Agreement with 

ZappyRide, LLC to Add Translated Content in Spanish, Vietnamese and Traditional Chinese 
1g) Executive Committee Report 
1h) Finance and Administration Committee Report 
1i) Audit Committee Report 
 
 

Regular Calendar 
  
2) CEO Report (Discussion) 

CEO Girish Balachandran introduced Jessamyn Allen, Programs Analyst, who provided brief welcome 
comments. CEO Balachandran reported he would be presenting to The Cities Association on February 
11, 2021 regarding the Community Resiliency program, and provided a PowerPoint presentation on 
SVCE’s Strategic Plan, SVCE 2021 f ive focus areas, and an update on CC Power. 
 
Director of Regulatory and Legislative Policy Melicia Charles presented a PowerPoint on a proposed 
legislative bill regarding fair access to legacy energy resources; staff responded to board member 
questions regarding the bill and the power charge indifference adjustment (PCIA). 
 
Director Ellahie inquired how the bill would affect SVCE’s bottom-line costs; staff noted they are exploring 
what the bottom-line numbers are and would come back with more clarity. 
 
Chair Abe-Koga opened public comment. 
 
Bruce Karney inquired of the membership of CC Power and single city CCAs; and commented on the risk 
of  departing direct access load to SVCE. 
 
Chair Abe-Koga closed public comment. 
 
3) Appoint 2021 Board Committee Members (Action) 

Board Clerk Andrea Pizano introduced the item and reviewed the interests received for SVCE’s 2021 

committees; staff responded to board member questions. 

Director Martinez Beltran expressed interest in joining the 2021 Finance and Administration Committee. 

Chair Abe-Koga opened public comment. 

No speakers. 

Chair Abe-Koga closed public comment. 

MOTION: Director Larsson moved and Director Martinez Beltran seconded the motion to approve the 

2021 appointments to SVCE’s 2021 Board Committees, with the addition of Director Martinez Beltran to 

the Finance and Administration Committee: 

Legislative and Regulatory Responses to Industry Transition for 2021 Ad Hoc Committee 

1. Dir. Margaret Abe-Koga, Mountain View 

2. Dir. Javed Ellahie, Monte Sereno 
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3. Dir. Zach Hilton, Gilroy 

4. Dir. Gustav Larsson, Sunnyvale 

5. Dir. Yvonne Martinez Beltran, Morgan Hill 

6. Dir. Rob Rennie, Los Gatos 

Audit Committee 

1. Dir. Yvonne Martinez Beltran, Morgan Hill 

2. Dir. Evelyn Chua, Milpitas 

3. Alt. Dir. Bryan Mekechuk, Monte Sereno 

4. Alt. Dir. Hung Wei, Cupertino 

Finance and Administration Committee 

1. Dir. Liz Gibbons, Campbell 

2. Dir. Rob Rennie, Los Gatos 

3. Alt. Dir. Larry Klein, Sunnyvale 

4. Alt. Dir. Bryan Mekechuk, Monte Sereno 

5. Trevin Barber, Gilroy – Sr. Management Analyst nominated by Dir. Zach Hilton 

6. Dir. Yvonne Martinez Beltran, Morgan Hill 

Director Rennie inquired of limits on the number of committees Directors could participate in based on 

Brown Act requirements and potential committee overlap, and requested staff confirm there would not be 

any conflicts with the committee membership as presented; Staff confirmed there would not be an 

overlap. 

The motion carried unanimously by verbal roll call vote. 
 

4) Adopt Resolution Approving a Change in Time of Regularly Scheduled Board Meetings to 5:30 

p.m. Until the Governor’s Executive Order N-29-20 Is Terminated (Action) 

Board Clerk Pizano introduced the item and presented a PowerPoint presentation; Chair Abe-Koga 
provided insight on the discussions at the Executive Committee meeting on February 4, 2021 regarding 
the potential time change.  
 
The Board discussed general member availability and the possibility of changing the regular board 
meeting schedule during the Governor’s Executive Order N-29-20. 
 
Chair Abe-Koga opened public comment. 
Bruce Karney requested the Board focus on the needs of the board members and staff members more so 
than members of the public when determining a potential change in time of board meetings; and 
requested board members pick a time that allows board members to be refreshed and make good 
decisions on behalf of their constituents. 
 
Chair Abe-Koga closed public comment. 
 
Due to a consensus from the Board to keep the regular board meeting start time of 7:00 p.m., the Board 
did not take action to adopt the proposed resolution. 
 
5) Adopt Resolution to Implement SVCE Generation Rate Changes Effective March 2021 (Action) 
 
Director of Account Services and Community Relations Don Bray presented a PowerPoint presentation; 

staf f responded to board member questions regarding the rate change, the power charge indifference 

adjustment (PCIA), and SVCE reserves. 

 
Chair Abe-Koga opened public comment. 
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Bruce Karney commented he has also attended Peninsula Clean Energy (PCE) meetings, and they are 
going through their reserves at a rapid rate. Karney noted he is pleased SVCE is paying attention to the 
reserves and sustainability of the discounts being offered, and supported the staff proposal for rates.  
 
Chair Abe-Koga closed public comment. 
 
MOTION: Director Tyson moved and Director Rennie seconded the motion to adopt Resolution 2021-04 
authorizing the CEO to implement SVCE generation rate changes effective March 1, 2021 or within three 
weeks thereaf ter, maintaining a 1% discount to PG&E’s new generation rates. 
 
The motion carried by verbal roll call vote with Director Ellahie absent. 
 
6) Approve Resolution Authorizing the Chief Executive Officer to Execute the United States 

Department of Energy Western Area Power Administration Sierra Nevada Region Contract for 

Electric Service Base Resource and any Necessary Ancillary Documents for Large 

Hydroelectricity for a 30-year Term (Action) 

Director of Power Resources Monica Padilla presented a PowerPoint presentation and responded to 

board member questions. 

Chair Abe-Koga opened public comment. 
No speakers. 
Chair Abe-Koga closed public comment. 
 
MOTION: Director Ellenberg moved and Director Martinez Beltran seconded the motion to adopt 
Resolution 2021-05 authorizing the Chief Executive Officer to execute the United States Department of 
Energy Western Area Power Administration, Sierra Nevada Region Contract for Electric Service Base 
Resource with SVCE and any necessary ancillary agreements and documents for the following general 
terms: 
 

• Annual allocation of 0.32467% or approximately 10,850 MWh of carbon-free large hydroelectricity 

energy and capacity from the Central Valley Project (“CVP”) subject to operating and 
hydroelectric conditions;  

• Payments are on a take-or-pay basis for which SVCE is obligated to its allocation share of Base 

Resource revenue requirements as set forth on an annual basis; and 
• 30-year term, starting January 1, 2025 through December 31, 2054  

 
The motion carried unanimously by verbal roll call vote. 
 
7) Time-of-Use Rate Update (Discussion) 
 
Director of Account Services and Community Relations Bray presented a PowerPoint presentation on 
time-of-use rates and responded to board member questions.  
 
Chair Abe-Koga opened public comment. 
No speakers. 
Chair Abe-Koga closed public comment. 
 
Board Member Announcements and Direction on Future Agenda Items 
No comments. 
 
Adjourn 
 
Chair Abe-Koga adjourned the meeting at 9:12 p.m. 
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