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Silicon Valley Clean Energy Authority 

Board of Directors Meeting 

Wednesday, April 14, 2021 
7:00 pm 

 

 

 
 

 
 
Call to Order 
 
Chair Abe-Koga called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  
 
Roll Call 
 
Present: 
Chair Margaret Abe-Koga, City of Mountain View 
Vice Chair Liz Gibbons, City of Campbell 
Director Jon Robert Willey, City of Cupertino (arrived at 7:12 p.m.) 
Director Zach Hilton, City of Gilroy  
Director Neysa Fligor, City of Los Altos  
Director George Tyson, Town of Los Altos Hills 
Director Rob Rennie, Town of Los Gatos  
Director Evelyn Chua, City of Milpitas  
Director Javed Ellahie, City of Monte Sereno  
Director Yvonne Martinez Beltran, City of Morgan Hill (arrived at 8:06 p.m.) 
Director Tina Walia, City of Saratoga 
Director Gustav Larsson, City of Sunnyvale 
Director Susan Ellenberg, County of Santa Clara  
 
Absent: 
None. 
 
All present Board members participated via teleconference. 
 

Adoption of Resolutions Commending Bruce Karney and James Tuleya for Their Promotion of 
Community Choice Energy in Santa Clara County and Their Dedicated Service Representing 
Community and Customer Interests 
 
Chair Abe-Koga introduced the item, thanked Bruce Karney and James Tuleya for their leadership, and 
virtually presented them with the Community Energy Hero Award. 
 
Bruce Karney and James Tuleya provided brief comments of gratitude. 
 
Chair Abe-Koga opened public comment. 
No speakers. 
Chair Abe-Koga closed public comment. 
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MOTION: Vice Chair Gibbons moved and Director Larsson seconded the motion to adopt Resolutions 
2021-07 and 2021-08 commending Bruce Karney and James Tuleya for their promotion of Community 
Choice Energy in Santa Clara County and dedicated service representing community and customer 
interests. 
 
The motion carried with Directors Willey and Martinez Beltran absent. 
 
Public Comment on Matters Not Listed on the Agenda 
No speakers. 
 
 
Consent Calendar 
 
Chair Abe-Koga opened public comment. 
No speakers. 
Chair Abe-Koga closed public comment. 
 
MOTION: Director Tyson moved and Director Ellenberg seconded the motion to approve the Consent 
Calendar. 
 
The motion carried by verbal roll call vote with Director Martinez Beltran absent. 
 

1a) Approve Minutes of the March 10, 2021, Board of Directors Meeting 
1b) Approve Minutes of the March 5, 2021, Board of Directors Special Meeting 
1c) Approve Minutes of the March 19, 2021, Board of Directors Special Meeting 
1d) Receive February 2021 Treasurer Report 
1e) Adopt Resolution Amending SVCE Conflict of Interest Code to Amend Title of Manager of 

Regulatory and Legislative Affairs to Principal Policy Analyst and Add Senior Financial 
Analyst Position 

1f) Receive SVCE Rate Schedules Effective March 18, 2021  
1g) Executive Committee Report 
1h) Finance and Administration Committee Report 
1i) Audit Committee Report 
1j) Legislative and Regulatory Responses to Industry Transition for 2021 Ad Hoc Committee 

Report 
1k) California Community Power Report 
 
 

Regular Calendar 
 
2) CEO Report (Discussion) 

CEO Girish Balachandran provided a CEO report which included: 

- reference to the items in the agenda packet including the Power Supply, Decarbonization Programs, 

Account Services, and Legislative and Regulatory updates; 

- Board Clerk Andrea Pizano would be sending a poll out to the board of directors for their availability for 

a special meeting which would be called to approve a wind generation power purchase agreement in the 

next week; 

- announced SVCE has started thinking about what things will be like post-COVID, and noted a 

discussion would be brought to the Executive Committee on how SVCE will be returning to work; 

- played a video clip announcing SVCE received the Spare the Air Leadership award in partnership with 

Peninsula Clean Energy (PCE); and, 

- announced Account Services Manager John Supp would be leaving the agency. 

Director of Account Services and Community Relations Don Bray provided comments of gratitude to 

Account Services Manager Supp, who provided brief parting comments. 
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Director of Regulatory and Legislative Policy Melicia Charles presented a PowerPoint presentation on an 

SVCE Legislative and Regulatory update which included information on SB 612 and SB 67. Staff 

responded to board member questions. 

Chair Abe-Koga opened public comment. 

 

James Tuleya, resident of Sunnyvale and Community Energy Hero recipient, shared his appreciation to 

John Supp for his service. 

 

Chair Abe-Koga closed public comment. 

 

Chair Abe-Koga thanked staff for working with Senator Becker’s office on his legislative bills, thanked 

John Supp for his leadership and service, and congratulated SVCE and PCE on their Spare the Air 

Leadership award. 

3) Approve Participation in the California Community Choice Financing Authority Joint Powers 

Authority (Action) 

CFO and Director of Administrative Services Amrit Singh introduced the item and Devin Brennan of Orrick 
and Michael Berwanger of PFM Financial Advisors LLC. CFO and Director of Administrative Services 
Singh presented a PowerPoint presentation which addressed the prepay timeline, overview of 
prepayment transactions, the prepay structure, information on the California Community Choice 
Financing Authority (CCCFA) and the joint powers authority agreement, and tentative prepay schedule. 
Staf f and Michael Berwanger responded to board member questions.  
 
Chair Abe-Koga opened public comment. 
No speakers. 
Chair Abe-Koga closed public comment. 
 
MOTION: Director Chua moved and Vice Chair Gibbons seconded the motion to adopt Resolution 2021-
10 approving the California Community Choice Financing Authority (CCCFA) Joint Powers Agreement 
(JPA) and authorizing the CEO to execute this agreement. 
 
The motion carried unanimously by verbal roll call vote. 
 
 
4)     Authorize the Chief Executive Officer to Execute a 15-Year Power Purchase Agreement with 
Angiola East, LLC for Renewable Solar PV Supply (PCC1) and Energy Storage in Substantial Form 
and Including Any Necessary Ancillary Agreements and Documents (Action) 
 
Director of Power Resources Monica Padilla presented a PowerPoint presentation and responded to 

board member questions. 

Director Ellahie requested the cost per MW for SVCE’s power supply projects; Director of Power 
Resources Padilla noted Board Clerk Andrea Pizano could provide the information to board members 
under confidentiality.  
 
Chair Abe-Koga opened public comment. 
 
Bruce Karney commented he shared Director Ellahie’s interest in knowing the cost per MW and cost per 
MWh for the battery side, but noted there was enough information in the table Director of Power 
Resources Padilla presented to indicate that this project is a low cost resource. Karney inquired why 
SVCE is getting a better price on this project than similar projects in the past.  
 
Chair Abe-Koga closed public comment. 
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Director of Power Resources Padilla noted an open solicitation is run for all of SVCE’s projects, and 
SVCE receives a wide range of proposals and prices. Director of Power Resources Padilla commented 
she believes the type of developer, their experience, and where they are in the interconnection process is 
primarily driving pricing. 
 
MOTION: Director Ellahie moved and Director Tyson seconded the motion to authorize the Chief 
Executive Officer (CEO) to execute the Power Purchase Agreement (PPA) in substantial form and any 
necessary ancillary agreements and documents as follows: 
 
San Luis West Solar, LLC (“San Luis West”) 

• 62.5 megawatt (MW) of Solar photovoltaic (PV) supply with 15.625 MW of lithium-ion energy 

storage (four-hour duration) qualifying as Portfolio Category Content One (PCC1) renewable 

resource; 

• 15-Year term PPA with expected delivery from December 1, 2023 through November 30, 2038; 

and 

• Total amount not-to-exceed $74,000,000. 

 
The motion carried unanimously by verbal roll call vote. 
 
 
Board Member Announcements and Direction on Future Agenda Items 
Vice Chair Gibbons thanked Communications Manager Pamela Leonard for her presentation at the 
neighborhood association.  
 
Public Comment on Closed Session 
No speakers. 
 
Convene to Closed Session 
Conference with Legal Counsel – Initiation of Litigation 
Government Code Section 54956.9(d)(4) 
One Case 
 
The Board convened to closed session at 8:45 p.m. 
 
Report from Closed Session  
 
The Board returned from closed session at 10:04 p.m. 
 
Chair Abe-Koga noted there was no report from closed session. 
 
Adjourn 
 
Chair Abe-Koga adjourned the meeting at 10:04 p.m. 
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