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Silicon Valley Clean Energy

Executive Committee Meeting
Friday, September 25, 2020

8:30 a.m.

Pursuant to State of California Executive Order N-29-20, dated March 17, 2020, the
meeting was conducted via teleconference.

 MEETING MINUTES

Call to Order

Chair Miller called the meeting to order at 8:31 a.m.

Roll Call

Present:
Chair Howard Miller, City of Saratoga
Vice Chair Nancy Smith, City of Sunnyvale
Director Liz Gibbons, City of Campbell
Director Rod Sinks, City of Cupertino
Director Margaret Abe-Koga, Mountain View (arrived at 8:48 a.m.)

Absent:
None.

All committee members participated via teleconference.

Public Comment on Matters Not Listed on the Agenda

James Tuleya, Sunnyvale resident, thanked SVCE staff on their eHub effort and their 
responsiveness to public input and helpfulness with Sunnyvale’s reach code effort.

Consent Calendar
Director Gibbons inquired if staff had tracked and responded to the requests listed in the 
minutes f rom the last Executive Committee meeting; CEO Balachandran noted staff

would f ollow up on the requests.

MOTION: Vice Chair Smith moved and Director Gibbons seconded the motion to approve

the Consent Calendar.

Chair Miller opened public comment.
No speakers.

Chair Miller closed public comment.

The motion carried unanimously by verbal roll call vote with Director Abe-Koga absent.

1) Approve Minutes of the August 28, 2020, Executive Committee Meeting 
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Regular Calendar 

 
2)  CEO Update (Discussion) 
 
CEO Girish Balachandran presented a PowerPoint presentation on upcoming Board 
meeting items, which included a Health Savings Account Benefit for SVCE employees, 
SVCE’s updated Strategic Plan, and a Power Prepay Agreement. Board Clerk Andrea 
Pizano provided information on the development of the board modules project, and 
Administrative Services Manager Kevin Armstrong presented an update on SVCE’s new 
of fice space. 
 
Director Sinks inquired if there was an option for rent relief due to recent events; 
Administrative Services Manager Armstrong noted staff would look into the request.  
  
Chair Miller opened public comment. 
No speakers. 
Chair Miller closed public comment. 
 
 
3) Building Decarbonization Joint Action Plan (Discussion) 
 
Director of Decarbonization and Grid Innovation Programs Aimee Bailey introduced the 
item and Janika McFeely of Integral Group; Director of Decarbonization and Grid 
Innovation Programs Bailey presented a PowerPoint presentation and responded to 
committee member questions. 
 
Chair Miller commented on the need to focus on hardware stores to support 
electrif ication. 
 
Director Gibbons commented it would be helpful to include a clear definition of what 
building decarbonization means, and also how we reach out to the professionals who will 
be designing and implementing. 
 
Vice Chair Smith requested the Mast paper on tariff on-bill programs be linked in the 
document and noted she would send comments on the slide deck to staff. 
 
Janika McFeely provided information on the status of the 2022 building code cycle. 
 
Director Abe-Koga requested talking points and help for board members to explain why 
reach codes were implemented and commented on the need for more public education 
on electrification. Director of Decarbonization and Grid Innovation Programs Bailey 
responded SVCE is participating in a regional positive messaging campaign organized 
through the Building Decarbonization Coalition. 
 
Chair Miller opened public comment. 
 
Bruce Karney spoke to water heater permitting in response to a comment made by 
Director Abe-Koga, and commented on the use of certified carbon offsets, the electric car 
mandate announced by Governor Gavin Newsom, and encouraged SVCE to support 
local electeds in their reach code efforts. 
 
James Tuleya, Sunnyvale resident and Chair of Carbon Free Silicon Valley, thanked staff 
and consultants for their work on the Building Decarbonization Joint Action Plan. Tuleya 
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commented overall the plan comes through as a f ramework for market transformation 
and expressed the importance of market transformation indicators; Tuleya noted the 
importance of regional effort and coordination.  
 
Tony Eulo thanked staff for their leadership, and expressed the importance of winning the 
war of  hearts and minds. Eulo commented the need to engage in a local public education 
and transformation campaign. 
 
Chair Miller closed public comment. 
 
Director Gibbons noted context is important, and to include a similar introduction to what 
the Decarbonization Coalition included in its document on where buildings fit in the 
overall scheme of greenhouse gas emissions. Gibbons commented on including more 
emphasis in the language about finding a way to implement the plan, and also win the 
hearts and minds of the people performing the work.  
 
Vice Chair Smith referenced a letter received for public comment from The Campaign for 
Fossil Free Buildings in Silicon Valley (attached) requesting a tighter set of priorities, and 
noted she would connect with the authors of the letter to see if there were further 
ref inements to their suggestions and that their concerns are addressed. 
 
CEO Balachandran noted staff would meet with Director Gibbons to discuss her 
comments and suggestions, and would reach out to the authors of the public comment 
letter f rom The Campaign for Fossil Free Buildings in Silicon Valley. 
 
 
4) PG&E Carbon-free Allocations for 2021 through 2023 Deliveries (Action) 
 
Director of Power Resources Monica Padilla presented a PowerPoint presentation on the 
possibility of SVCE accepting PG&E’s large hydro and nuclear carbon-free allocations; 
CEO Balachandran provided additional information on next steps. Staff responded to 
committee member questions 
 
Chair Miller opened public comment. 
 
Bruce Karney commented that by accepting this allocation, SVCE would still be 
substantially less nuclear than PG&E. Karney commented on PG&E’s power content 
label, and supported taking the allocation to use the money to implement programs. 
 
James Tuleya strongly supported the staff recommendation to accept allocations from 
both hydro and nuclear. Tuleya provided comments on the previous item regarding the 
letter submitted for public comment on the Building Decarbonization Joint Action Plan.  
 
Tony Eulo commented he is pleased staff and activists are supportive of accepting the 
allocation. 
 
Chair Miller closed public comment. 
 
MOTION: Vice Chair Smith moved and Director Gibbons seconded the motion to 
recommend the Board approve accepting PG&E’s large hydro and nuclear carbon-free 
allocation for 2021-23, and delegate authority to the CEO to enter into necessary 
agreements. 
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Chair Miller suggested staff include the item on the consent calendar for Board approval 
given the Board has discussed the topic in prior meetings and policy direction would not 
be changed; the committee was in consensus to include the item on the consent 
calendar. 
 
The motion carried unanimously by roll call vote. 
 
5) Amend Master Consulting Agreements – Extend Term and Spending Authority 

(Action) 
 
Director of Power Resources Monica Padilla presented a PowerPoint presentation. 
 
Director Gibbons requested the contracts be reviewed by counsel, and supported the 
item being included on consent for the board if language was included that the contracts 
had been reviewed for language and consistency and SVCE would anticipate a five-year 
relook.  
 
CEO Balachandran noted staff would capture the policy of a five-year contract rebid in a 
future policy update. 
 
Chair Miller opened public comment. 
No speakers. 
Chair Miller closed public comment. 
 
MOTION: Director Gibbons moved and Vice Chair Smith seconded the motion to 
recommend board approval of amendment to the resolution authorizing the CEO under 
Master Consulting Agreements to spend up to $1.5M inclusive through March 31, 2022. 
 
The motion carried unanimously by roll call vote. 
 
6) Update on Long-Duration Storage (Discussion) 
 
CEO Balachandran and Director of Power Resources Monica Padilla presented a 
PowerPoint presentation and responded to committee member questions. 
 
Chair Miller opened public comment. 
No speakers. 
Chair Miller closed public comment. 
 
CEO Balachandran noted a discussion on long-duration storage would be brought to the 
Board. 
 
Committee/Staff Remarks 
None. 
 
 
Adjournment 
Chair Miller adjourned the meeting at 10:52 a.m. 
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Attachment 

1. Public Comment - The Campaign for Fossil Free Buildings in Silicon Valley 

Meeting Minutes of the Sept. 25, 2020 Executive Committee Meeting

SILICON VALLEY
CLEAN ENERGY

ATTEST:

SECRETARY


