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City of Gilroy City Hall 
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Teleconference Meeting Information: 

https://svcleanenergy-org.zoom.us/j/84711360184 

 
 

Or by Telephone (Audio only): 

                              US: +1 669 219-2599 

                                 Webinar ID: 847 1136 0184 

 

 
Members of the public may observe this meeting electronically by accessing the 

meeting via instructions above. Public Comments can be sent in advance of the 

meeting via email up to three hours before the meeting begins to Board Clerk Andrea 

Pizano at Andrea.Pizano@svcleanenergy.org and will be distributed to the Audit 

Committee. The public will also have an opportunity to provide comments during the 

meeting.  Members of the public using Zoom may comment during public comment or 

the applicable agenda item by using the Raise Hand feature and you will be recognized 

by the Chair.  Those using the telephone (audio only) feature should press star 9 on 

your phones to initiate the “Raise Hand” function in Zoom. You will then be 

announced, unmuted, and your time to speak will begin. 

 

The public may provide comments on any matter listed on the Agenda. Speakers are 

customarily limited to 3 minutes each, however, the Committee Chair may increase or 
decrease the time allotted to each speaker based on the number of speakers, the 
length of the agenda and the complexity of the subject matter. Speaking time will not 

be decreased to less than one minute. 
 

If you are an individual with a disability and need a reasonable modification or 

accommodation pursuant to the Americans with Disabilities Act (“ADA”) please contact 

Board Clerk Andrea Pizano at Andrea.Pizano@svcleanenergy.org prior to the meeting 

for assistance. 
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https://svcleanenergy-org.zoom.us/j/84711360184
mailto:Andrea.Pizano@svcleanenergy.org


  

 

Page 2 of 2 
 

Pursuant to the Americans with Disabilities Act, if you need special assistance in this meeting, please contact the Clerk for the Authority 
at (408) 721-5301 x1005.  Notification 48 hours prior to the meeting will enable the Authority to make reasonable arrangements to 
ensure accessibility to this meeting. (28 CFR 35.105 ADA Title II). 

 

Larry Klein, Chair 

City of Sunnyvale 

Sally Meadows, Vice Chair 

City of Los Altos  

Terry Hines 

City of Campbell 

R “Ray” Wang 

City of Cupertino 

Zach Hilton 

City of Gilroy 

George Tyson 

Town of Los Altos Hills 

Rob Rennie 

Town of Los Gatos 

Garry Barbadillo 

City of Milpitas 

Bryan Mekechuk 

City of Monte Sereno 

Yvonne Martinez Beltran 

City of Morgan Hill 

Pat Showalter 

City of Mountain View  

Chuck Page 

City of Saratoga 

Otto Lee 

County of Santa Clara 

 

 

svcleanenergy.org 
298 S. Sunnyvale Ave. 

Sunnyvale, CA 94086 

Call to Order 

Roll Call 

Public Comment on Matters Not Listed on the Agenda 

The public may provide comments on any matter not listed on the Agenda provided 
that it is within the subject matter jurisdiction of SVCE.  Speakers are customarily 
limited to 3 minutes each, however, the Committee Chair may increase or decrease 
the time allotted to each speaker based on the number of speakers, the length of the 
agenda and the complexity of the subject matter. Speaking time will not be decreased 

to less than one minute. 

Consent Calendar (Action) 

1) Approve Minutes of the March 3, 2026, Audit Committee Meeting 

Regular Calendar 

2) CFO Report (Discussion) 

3) Elect Chair of the 2026 SVCE Audit Committee (Action)  

4) SVCE Financial Audit Kick-off: Sorren CPAs, P.C. (Discussion) 

 

Committee/Staff Remarks  

 

 

Public Comment on Closed Session 

 

Closed Session 

THREAT TO PUBLIC SERVICES OR FACILITIES  
Consultation with: Amrit Singh, Chief Financial Officer, Nik Zanotto, Director of 

Operations 
 
Report from Closed Session 

 

Adjourn 

 



 

 

  Silicon Valley Clean Energy  

Audit Committee Meeting 

Tuesday, March 3, 2026 

2:00 p.m. 

 
Silicon Valley Clean Energy Office 

333 W El Camino Real, Suite 330 

Sunnyvale, CA 

 

City of Gilroy City Hall 

7351 Rosanna Street 

Gilroy, CA 95020 

 

 
DRAFT MEETING MINUTES 

Call to Order 

Chair Mekechuk called the meeting to order at 2:01 p.m. 

Roll Call 

Present: 
Chair Bryan Mekechuk, City of Monte Sereno 
Director George Tyson, Town of Los Altos Hills  
Committee Member Harjot Sangha, City of Gilroy (participated remotely) 
Committee Member Jessie Kim, City of Los Altos 
 
Absent: 
None 

Public Comment on Matters Not Listed on the Agenda 
No speakers. 

Consent Calendar 

Chair Mekechuk opened Public Comment. 
No speakers. 
Chair Mekechuk closed Public Comment.  
 
MOTION: Director Tyson moved and Committee member Sangha seconded the motion to approve the 
Consent Calendar. 
 
The motion carried unanimously by verbal roll call vote. 
 

1) Approve Minutes of the October 6, 2025, Executive Committee Meeting 

Prior to the Chief Financial Officer (CFO) report, Director Tyson noted he would need to excuse himself from 

the meeting temporarily at 3:25 p.m.  
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Regular Calendar 

2) CFO Report (Discussion) 
 

CFO Amrit Singh provided a report which included an update on the development of a policy relating to GASB 
96, which would involve setting a threshold based on capitalization, and the intent to bring that policy to the 
Finance and Administration Committee in May. 
 
Chair Mekechuk opened Public Comment. 
 
Campbell City Council member Terry Hines provided introductory comments and shared he would be serving 
as SVCE’s Alternate Director representing Campbell; Alternate Director Hines expressed his interest in joining 
the committee. 
 
Chair Mekechuk closed Public Comment.  
 
3) Overview of Committee Function (Discussion) 

 
CFO Singh presented an overview of the Audit Committee including review of the primary in-house finance 
functions, services provided by Maher Accountancy, the purpose of the committee, completion of the financial 
audit, Information Technology (IT) audits, and meeting timing. 
 
Chair Mekechuk opened Public Comment. 
No speakers. 
Chair Mekechuk closed Public Comment.  
 
4) Elect Chair and Vice Chair of the 2026 SVCE Audit Committee (Action) 

 
Andrea Pizano, Board Clerk, introduced the item and reviewed the process for selecting a Chair and Vice Chair 
of the Audit Committee. 
 
Chair Mekechuk announced his interest in serving as Chair of the Audit Committee, and shared his intent to 
resign from the committee (due to his membership on the Finance and Administration Committee) following the 
completion of the September 2025 financial audit.  
 
Chief Executive Officer (CEO) Monica Padilla clarified that a new Chair would need to be selected once Director 
Mekechuk resigns from the committee. 
 
MOTION: Director Mekechuk moved and Committee member Sangha seconded the motion to nominate 
Bryan Mekechuk to serve as Chair of the 2026 Audit Committee until such time they resign. 
 

The motion carried unanimously by roll call vote. 

Chair Mekechuk requested interest in the Vice Chair role.  

Committee member Sangha expressed interest in serving as the Vice Chair. 
 
MOTION: Committee member Sangha moved and Chair Mekechuk seconded the motion to nominate 
Harjot Sangha to serve as Vice Chair of the 2026 Audit Committee. 
 
Chair Mekechuk opened Public Comment.    
No speakers. 
Chair Mekechuk closed Public Comment. 

Item 1

2 Draft Minutes: March 3, 2026 Audit Committee Meeting

ftti\ SI LICON VALLEY
Q, CLEAN ENERGY



 

 

 

The motion carried unanimously by roll call vote. 

5)   Receive Financial Audit Report from Sorren CPAs, P.C. and Recommend the SVCE Board of 

Directors Accept the Audit Findings (Action)   

 
Kellin Gilbert, lead Audit Partner with Sorren CPAs, P.C., presented information on SVCE’s financial audit 
including the results of the current year audit which was an unmodified opinion and no significant deficiencies or 
material weakness in internal controls. Mr. Gilbert reviewed introductions to Sorren staff, information on the 
merger from Pisenti & Brinker to Sorren CPAs P.C., results of the current year audit, roles and responsibilities 
for management and the auditor, information on the risk assessment for the year ended September 30, 2025, 
and review of required Board communications. 
 
Staff and Mr. Gilbert responded to questions and comments from committee members on the GASB 62 rate 
stabilization fund, materiality for the financial audit and level of materiality in solar customer reimbursements, 
areas for improvement, if investments purchased and held are tested against SVCE’s Investment Policy, CCA 
clients that Sorren services and how many of those clients Mr. Gilbert serves as an Audit Partner, and how long 
Mr. Gilbert has served as Audit Partner for SVCE.  
 
Chair Mekechuk opened Public Comment.    
Alternate Director Hines inquired about SVCE’s customer discount and requested clarification on how to best 
explain this discount to constituents. 
 
Terry McCarthy inquired how internal control is documented, when the documentation was put together, and if 
the controls for Maher Accountancy are also reviewed. Mr. McCarthy asked a follow-up question on how many 
of Sorren’s clients also worked with Maher Accountancy. 
 
Staff, Committee member Tyson, and Mr. Gilbert provided brief responses to public comment questions. 
 
Chair Mekechuk closed Public Comment. 
 

Chair Mekechuk asked Director Tyson, 2025 SVCE Board Chair, the following: 

• If he reviewed the audited financial statements and notes (affirmative); 

• If there was anything that he was aware of in Closed Session at SVCE that would indicate that there 

could be a contingent liability or a debt liability that was not disclosed in the financial statements or the 

notes (Director Tyson was not aware of anything); and 

• If there was anything in the MDNA that is inaccurate or inappropriate (there was not). 

Chair Mekechuk provided closing comments supporting the financial audit results. 

MOTION: Vice Chair Sangha moved and Committee member Kim seconded the motion to recommend 

that the Silicon Valley Clean Energy Board of Directors approve the audited financial statements for the 

year ended September 30, 2025. 

The motion carried unanimously by roll call vote. 
 
6) Recommend Approval to Change SVCE’s Fiscal Year Period from October to September to a 

Calendar Year Period, Effective January 1, 2027, and Other Necessary Changes to Allow for the 

Implementation of the New Fiscal Year (Action)   
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CFO Singh presented a request for the Committee’s support to recommend changing the fiscal period to a 
calendar year, commencing January 1, 2027 and ending December 31, 2027. 
 
Staff responded to committee member questions on if the year-over-year comparison will remain clear in the 
finance statement for next year, and the proposed fiscal year period in comparison to other CCAs.  
 
Chair Mekechuk opened Public Comment.    
Terry McCarthy inquired if there were any lender requirements or other regulatory requirements to have 
financial statements issued within a certain period of time after year end. 
 
CFO Singh provided a brief response. 
Chair Mekechuk closed Public Comment. 
 
MOTION: Director Tyson moved and Vice Chair Sangha seconded the motion to recommend that the 
SVCE Board of Directors approve: 

1. Changing SVCE’s fiscal period to a Calendar Year (January 1 to December 31), 
beginning January 1, 2027 

2. Establishing an interim 3-month stub fiscal period, starting October 1, 2026, and ending 
December 31, 2026, and adopting a schedule to approve the stub period budget at the 
September 2026 Board meeting 

3. Authorizing a combined two-period audit covering the 3-month sub-period, along with 
the first audit of the new fiscal year 

 
The motion carried unanimously by roll call vote. 
 
7) Information Technology and Cybersecurity Assessment Update (Discussion) 
 
Nik Zanotto, Director of Operations, and Brett Sirianni, Information Security Manager, presented an overview of 
current cybersecurity posture, an update on security incidents (zero since the last meeting), and an update on 
Information Technology (IT) department changes. 
 
Staff responded to a question on phishing training for staff. 
 
Chair Mekechuk opened Public Comment.    
No speakers. 
Chair Mekechuk closed Public Comment. 
 
Committee/Staff Remarks 
Director Tyson thanked Chair Mekechuk for running a crisp meeting. 
 
Adjournment 
Chair Mekechuk adjourned the meeting at 3:24 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
ATTEST:  

 
 

_____________________________ 
Andrea Pizano, Board Secretary  
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Staff Report – Item 2 

 

Item 2: CFO Report 

From: Monica Padilla, CEO 

Prepared by: Andrea Pizano, Sr. Executive Assistant and Board Clerk 

Date: 9/11/2026 

 

 

This item will be addressed in the form of an oral report to the Audit Committee from Amrit Singh, Chief 

Financial Officer. 
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Staff Report – Item 3 

 

Item 3: Elect Chair of the 2026 SVCE Audit Committee 

From: Monica Padilla, CEO 

Prepared by: Andrea Pizano, Sr. Executive Assistant and Board Clerk 

Date: 9/11/2026 

 

 

RECOMMENDATION 
Select a Chair of the Silicon Valley Clean Energy (SVCE) 2026 Audit Committee (Committee) to preside over 
Committee meetings. 
 

BACKGROUND 

At the February 14, 2018 SVCE Board of Directors meeting, the Board approved the formation of an Audit 

Committee, consistent with Board Policy FP-01A01, Establish Audit Committee.  

 

Membership for the 2026 Audit Committee was selected in February 2026, with a second round of 

appointments in May 2026, with the most recent Audit Committee member being appointed August 12, 2026. 

 

At its first meeting on March 3, 2026, the 2026 Audit Committee selected Director Bryan Mekechuk as 

Committee Chair and Committee member Harjot Sangha as Committee Vice Chair. On June 30, 2026, 

Committee Chair Mekechuk submitted formal resignation from the Audit Committee to the SVCE Board of 

Directors. 

 

ANALYSIS & DISCUSSION 

In the absence of a Chair with Director Mekechuk’s departure, the Committee is in need of a new Chair to 

preside over meetings. 

 

Also, since the initial selection of committee members in February 2026, two committee members have 

joined: Dat Nguyen, Director of Finance for the City of Morgan Hill, and Terry McCarthy, SVCE Alternate 

Director from Monte Sereno. This will allow the selection of a Chair from all committee members. 

 

Process and Procedure for Chair Selection 

At the meeting, those interested in the role of 2026 Chair will inform the Vice Chair by self-nomination; 

nominations of other members of the Committee will also be accepted. Once all nominations have been made, 

each interested member will be given an opportunity to make a statement. 

 

If there is more than one person interested in either role, a roll call vote will be performed by the Board Clerk. 

Each Committee member will be asked to vote for their selection by name. For this Committee of five 

members, a vote of three members will be required to identify the Chair. A ratification vote will be taken to 

solidify the selection. 

 

In the event three votes are not reached, the top two candidates with the most votes will continue for 

additional rounds of votes until three votes are received. 

 

Item 3
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STRATEGIC PLAN 

N/A 

 

ALTERNATIVE 

Staff is open to suggestions from the committee on selection of the Chair. 

 

FISCAL IMPACT 

No fiscal impact from the selection of a Chair. 
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Staff Report – Item 4 

 

Item 4: SVCE Financial Audit Kick-off: Sorren CPAs, P.C.  

From: Monica Padilla, CEO 

Prepared by: Andrea Pizano, Senior Board Clerk/Executive Assistant 

Date: 9/11/2026 

 

 

This item will be addressed in the form of a presentation by the financial auditors, Sorren CPAs, P.C. 

 

ATTACHMENT 

The presentation for this item is posted to the SVCE website. 

 

Item 4
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